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really pus. The purulent collection found in the heart and blood-vessels by Jardiu 
and Andral, have been ascribed by Gulliver to the mechanical softening of fibrin. 
l)r. Dennett considered the following case valuable, as it would servo to demon¬ 
strate the existence of true pus, formed universally within the vascular system, 
independent of local inflammation. 

Cask. John Monteith, aged 28, was admitted into the lioyal Infirmary on Feb. 
17, 18.15, under Dr. Christison. The leading features in his complaint were Iho 
existence of a tumour in the left hypochondrium, which had latterly given him 
pain. This tumour was ascertained to be owing to enlarged spleen. There was 
redema of the lower extremities, but his general health, otherwise, was good. On 
March 15, lie was allocked with febrile symptoms: pulse 110, lie was pale, and 
had slight diarrhiea. March 1-1.—Fever continues; but there is no prostration. On 
the 15th ho died suddenly. 

On examination, four days after death, the blood throughout the body was 
found to be much changed in the right cavities of the heart, pulmonary artery, and 
also in tho largo veins of the trunk: it was firmly coagulated, and formed a mould 
of their sizo and form internally. The clot was separated into a red or inferior, 
and a yellow or superior portion. The latter, when squeezed out of Iho veins, 
as was sometimes accidentally done when they were divided, resembled thick 
creamy pus. On the surface of the brain, the veins and longitudinal sinuses 
appeared as if parity covered with pus, and partly with red 'coagulant. Tho 
vessels themselves throughout the body were perfectly healthy. The clot was 
nowhere adherent, but, on the contrary, readily slipped out of the vessel when 
an accidental puncture was made in it. The liver and spleen were enormously 
enlarged owing to simple hypertrophy. Tho former weighed 101b. 12oz.—the 
latter 71b. 1 Sox. 

On examining the blood microscopically, the yellow coagnlum was found to 
bo composed of coagulated fibrin in filaments, intermixed with numerous pus 
corpuscles, which could be readily squeezed out from it when pressed between 
glasses. When it was unusually soft, the corpuscles were more numerous, and 
the fibrin was broken down into molecules and granules intermixed with broken 
pieces of the filaments. The corpuscles varied in size from the to T |„ of a 
millimetre in diameter. They were round, had tho cell wall granular, and pre¬ 
sented all the appearance of pits globules. That they really were such, was proved 
by the action of water and acetic acid, tho former of which caused them to swell 
and lose their granular appearance, whilst the latter dissolved the cell wall, and 
caused n distinct nucleus like that in the pus globules to appear. On stripping off 
a portion of the pia mater, and examining the capillary vessels of that membrane, 
they wore found crowded with the same corpuscles. This fact was confirmed by 
Dr. Allen Thomson, lo whom a portion of tho brain was sent.— London if JUilinb. 
Monthly Journ. of lltc Mat. Sci., June, 1815. 

If). Hypertrophy of the Lymphatic Ghaut in an Adult. —A country woman upwards 
of 30 years of age, was admitted into tho wards of M. Yki.I'KAC at La Churitc, on 
account of a number of lymphatic tumours which existed in almost every region 
of the body where lymphatic glands are naturally met with, namely in the axillte, 
groins, neck, elbows, legs, and body. In all these regions there are masses,— 
groups, chaplets of hypertrophied glands, varying in size from an almond to a 
lion’s egg. They roll under the finger, arc without pain, or change of colour on 
their surface. The affection first appeared two years ago, without any appreciable 
cause. The woman had previously enjoyed excellent health; she is even now 
robust, and suffers nowhere, except ihat the tongue is a little white, and tho diges¬ 
tive organs occasionally out of order. 8he says she has lost flesh, but she is still 
rather stout; the skin has a slightly yellowish tint, but not approaching to icterus; 
she has perspired copiously through the night for some lime past. No one of her 
family, so far as she knows, has been allected in a similar way, and none of the 
inhabitants of tho country where she resides have anything similar. Her place of 
residence is well aired, and, from her occupation, she passed most of her time in 
the open fields. M. Velpeau retained her in his wards as a subject for study; she 
was put on the extract of walnut for nearly two months; but no favourable change 
occurred, tho health of the patient seeming rather to decline. 
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So little being known of tlio diseases of the lymphatic system, wo are anxious 
to record tlio above case. What is characterized as scrofula in tlio child, is a 
complex disease, and cannot bo confounded with the above. In this woman 
nothing is found but general hypertrophy of the glands; the serous membranes 
aro in a good state, tlio osseous system exhibits no alteration, and there are no 
knotty cords in the courso of the lymphatic vessels, ns is the case in some kinds 
of erysipelas. In the actual state of science, wo can only say—there is general 
ganglionitis, but it does not follow that it is true scrofula, since there are none of 
its constitutional symptoms. If this diagnosis bo correct, hyposthonic remedies, 
whose action is on the lymphatic system, would be indicated, calomel and hem¬ 
lock for example. It has been thought that cancer has its origin in chronic lymph- 
ilis. Why then is this woman exempt from cancer ?—-Annates dc Tlicrtipculii/ue, 
April, 1815. 

20. Intermittent Mental Disorder of the Tertian type, with double consciousness .— 
Dr. David Skak relates, in the Northern Journal of Medicine, (Juno, 1845,) the fol¬ 
lowing extremely interesting case of intermittent mental disorder with double 
consciousness. 

The subject of the caso was an unmarried gentleman, in the prime of life, con¬ 
nected with the legal profession, of a leuco-phlcgmatie temperament, regular in 
his habits, which have always been retired, and extremely temperate in his mode 
of life. His complaint commenced with the usual symptoms of dyspepsia—it then 
gradually passed into hypochondriacism—and ultimately into its present form, a 
state bordering between hypochondriasis and mental alienation. 

The dyspeptic symptoms became a subject of complaint and solicitation to the 
patient about 10 or 12 years ago. They appeared to have had their origin partly 
in habits of over-walking beforo dinner, so as to produce considerable exhaustion, 
and partly in habits of sitting up to a late hour engaged in reading or in business. 
The symptoms gradually increased in severity and obstinacy, it being found (piito 
impossible to induce the patient to break through the habits winch he had acquired, 
or to alter in the least the quantity or quality of the diet to which ho had been accus¬ 
tomed from his earliest youth. 

To the usual dyspeptic symptoms there gradually succeeded a train of morbid 
feelings, and ultimately of illusions founded upon them. The distress occasioned 
by flatulent distension of tlio stomach, and the painful feelings in different parts of 
the body, which aro its usual concomitants, led the patient to consult many medi¬ 
cal men, and use large quantities of medicine, which, as he still persisted in the 
habits in which his complaints originated, and the diet by which they were excited, 
rather aggravated than abated the evil. The fugitive pains and uneasy feelings 
experienced itt different parts of the body wore spoken of as sufferings of a mys¬ 
terious and unparalleled kind; they wero at one time believed to be wind circu¬ 
lating through the veins, and at another, the whole system was imagined to bo 
charged with water. While under the influence of thuso impressions, the patient, 
day after day, would sit for many hours in the water-closet, believing that lire 
water was constantly discharging itself; and at another time, ho continued spiltimr 
incessantly for many weeks, under the impression that his whole frame was 
becoming converted into saliva. 

Poolings of gloom and despondency wore at the same time developed:—the most 
trifling errors of tlio past wero magnified into crimes of unpardonable magnitude, 
and the future was contemplated with the utmost dread. Ilo commenced a 
system of reading the Scriptures, psalms, and paraphrases with great zeal and 
rapidity; this soon grew into a system of rapidly scanning the pages, and inces¬ 
santly turning over the leaves, and he persuaded himself that ho read the whole 
Bible through, and all the metrical psalms, onco or twice daily. lie now sat up 
the greater part of every night, and lay in bed during the day; and when he went 
to bed, he carefully surrounded his person from head to foot with Bibles and psalm 
books. 

Under the influence of the bodily distress and mental despondency from which 
he suffered, ho not nnfreqncntly spoke of drowning himself, or of throwing him¬ 
self over a window, and on several occasions begged earnestly that he might have 
his razors. A natural timidity of disposition, and a prevailing conscientiousness, pre- 
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